RUPTURE WITH THE CONSERVATIVES

It was by favouring the National Liberal party that I
had brought upon myself the ill-will of my former Con-
servative colleagues, and it might have been expected that
they would have been induced by the vulgar and undigni-
fied attacks on my personal honesty to give me some help
in repelling them, or, at any rate, to show that they did not
approve of the Attacks, and did not share my slanderers'
views about me. I cannot, however, remember at that
time noticing any attempt on the part of the National Lib-
erals to come to my aid, either in the press or by any other
public means. There appeared rather to be a certain sat-
isfaction in the National Liberal camp at the attacks made
upon me by the Conservative party, and at their rupture
with me, as though they were anxious to widen the breach
and push the goad a little further in. Liberals and Con-
servatives were agreed in making use of me, letting me
drop, and attacking me, according as the interest of their
section dictated. Of course every group professes to be
dominated by the interests of the country and the general
welfare, and maintains that the party road is the most
conducive to the good of the community. But, as a mat-
ter of fact, I have retained the impression that each of our
groups conducts its politics as though it alone existed, iso-
lated on its own sectional island, without the slightest con-
sideration for the whole or for foreign countries. Nor can
it be maintained for a moment that the differences of the
group on the political battlefield had been transformed, by
the varying political principles and convictions of each
individual, into a question of conscience and necessity.
Most partisans resemble the adherents of different creeds:
they are puzzled when asked to point out the character-
istic differences between their own convictions and those